


When your story 
takes a left turn

Story by MICHAEL CALI

Workshop photographer Melissa 
Renwick thought she was shooting a 
story on an interracial couple and their 
experiences living in Perryville where the 
population is 93 percent white. When her 
subject was arrested outside the hospital on 
Wednesday, it turned her story on its head. 
“I was really confused,” Renwick said,  
“I was panicked; I was shocked; I had a  
 
 
 

million different questions in my mind that I 
couldn’t necessarily spit out because I was so 
focused on the moment.”

Rachel Karel, one of Renwick’s subjects, 
went to the hospital on Wednesday to have 
her ribs examined and was arrested on an 
outstanding warrant issued for violating her 
court-ordered drug probation. When this 
happened, her story was no longer about   
the couple just being outsiders, Renwick 
said. “It turned into a story about this 
couple struggling to escape their           
troubled pasts,” she said, “It became more 
a struggle with addiction and how they are 

handling it.”
After her initial shock and confusion, 

Renwick followed the story where it took 
her and it led to a set of pictures that were 
completely different from what she had 
expected. This illustrates the fluid nature 
of journalism and how a story can change 
in an instant with a single event. The world 
journalists work in is not static and requires 
the ability to adapt in order to create 
meaningful stories.

 Rachael Karel awaits further action upon her arrest Wednesday, September 23. She was arrested because of an outstanding 
warrant and was spotted by the police upon entering the hospital for x-rays.  ( PHOTO BY MELISSA RENWICK )  
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